
Drought in the Cape Fear River Basin

As of this November, the North Carolina Drought Manageent Advisory Council 
acknowledged 14 of the 26 counties fed by the Cape Fear River basin to be experiencing 
exceptional drought, with 10 of those seeing extreme drought.

Cape Fear River Basin & Population by County

Covers 22 counties and 9,149 square miles
6,386 miles of streams and rivers
31,135 acres of lakes
115 municipalities
Population: 1,833,701  
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Drought Measurments

The drought is only part of the threat to the
Cape Fear River Basin’s water suppy. A drastic
 population surge in the 1990s moved an 
average of 100 people a day into the area.

The effects of the current drought in North Carolina can be seen across the state, but the the 
Cape Fear River Basin has seen a great deal of change in the quality of their water and aquatic 
habitat conditions, water supply and level of their groundwater tables. Find out why and what 
you can do to help.

Water Statistics: November 28, 2007
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Water Conservation Tips for Your Household
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A study conduncted by the Department of Biological and Agricultural Enginerring at the 
University of Georgia showed that while the United States population grew 52 percent in the 
past 50 years, water use has tripled. Today, the average American uses 110 gallons of water a day. 
Keeping in mind that water is a limited resource and requires a great deal of energy to purify, 
pump and manage, the responsiblity toward conservation lies in our own homes. 

Never leave the water running while brushing your teeth, shaving or handwashing dishes.

Take shorter showers (five minutes or less) instead of baths.

Repair leaky faucets immediately.

Do laundry only when you have full loads.

Wash only full loads in the dishwasher 

Plan household chores together so that you can conserve and re-use water. 

Weed your garden to prevent competition for water.

Invest in water-saving devices like smaller tubs and water heaters sized for your family’s needs.

Pass this information on to your children, family and friends.

Take action!
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Gallons of Water Used Per Household Chore
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Sources:    US Geological Survey,    Wikipedia,    North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council,   Cape Fear River Assembly,    University of Georgia By Caity Pelliccia
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